WHEN A MUSICIAN

FOUND HIS
PRIMARY
MELODY

Primary Melody is de ned as the most signi cant
melodic idea in a given musical texture. In Juan Porcel
Iturralde’s music business, it was Freelancer.com.

MUSIC SERVICES
OFFERED:

*Song composition

*Song arrangement
(production, mixing,
and mastering)

*Sound design for
television,
advertisement,
application, company
presentation, etc.

*Audio
post-production

*Movie soundtracks

*Professional singer
and producer

Member since: JUNE 2013
Reputation: 5/5

On Budget: 100%

On Time: 100%

It was not enough for Juan Porcel
Iturralde, 34, that he earned big bucks in
an international company in Argentina or
that he had travelled to di erent countries
as part of his job as an executive trainer for
sales. He had always felt the yearning for
something that was missing in his
ourishing career. Music was his rst love
but he did not know how to make a
comfortable living out of it.

“l have been a musician since | was very
young. | always loved music and | have a
passion for it. In my teenage years | played
the guitar and sang covers just for fun. At
18, | was composing and at 26, | started a
band with my best friends where | was lead
vocals,” he said. Juan was in the right
track, dream-wise, but he knew that he
needed to earn signicantly. He had a
family to support and the executive trainer
job t the bill.

Not the type to give up, Juan pursued his
passion one step at a time. “lI never
stopped composing. | never stopped my
curiosity for music,” he shared. He learned
to play a lot of instruments: guitar, drums,
bass, piano, and he also learned to manage
every virtual instrument such as synths and
electronic DAW (Logic, Ableton,
Fruityloops, etc.).

Eventually, Juan quit his sales job and
settled for a part-time job in the mornings,
where he did sales at the Buenos Aires'

International Airport. The rest of his day he
lled with his dream job — music. He was
all set; he had a home studio he
speci cally built for his startup business.
“Once | realized that | can get jobs
associated with music such as song
composition, arrangements, and sound
design, | started to invest in some good
hardware to have better work quality.” His
studio has an iMac 21" with two good
monitors, a MIDI keyboard, an M-Audio
fast track device to plug lines, and of
course, instruments like guitars, bass,
drums, etc.

Finally on the right track to turning his
passion into work, Juan sat proud in the
middle of his cozy little studio, waiting for
customers to whirl themselves in. “l ran
into a blank wall. Nobody came in and |
didn’t know where to nd them. This is the
rst issue every musician gets. It is very
hard to nd clients. You can't just pick the
newspaper up and look for jobs because
they aren't there,” he said.

That was when he stumbled upon
Freelancer.com. “l browsed the web
looking for a way to work from my studio.

| chose Freelancer.com because | think it is
the biggest website for freelancing. It has a
lot of projects from all around the world in
several categories,” he said.

The next challenge he faced was building a
reputation. “I needed a good prole so |

started bidding on projects every day.
From composing music for a nursery
rhyme to writing lyrics of a hard rock
album, | did it all because | think that it's
very important to learn and get better. |
didn’t doubt myself. If | believe that | can
nish a job, | make a bid, and learn on the
way by not giving up,” he said.

A few months later, he had already gained
the trust of many of his clients, and they
kept coming back. He also had to employ a
musician and a singer because he was
already overloaded with work. “The speed
of my business’ growth is so fast that I'm
actually thinking of giving up my part-time
job,” he said, adding that working full-time
on Freelancer.com might be a great idea
because his earnings were better. The
more time he dedicates, the more money
he would earn.

Providing a comfortable life for his family
wasn’'t only his sole motivation. Juan said
that doing what he loves every day without
having to leave home was all he needed.
“When you love what you do, you would
want to work all day because you enjoy it.”

He was once obscured by limitations when
trying to pursue what he loves but he
pushed on. “l was once scrambling to nd

what | felt was missing. My advice to
people who are struggling is to never stop
trying. It may be frustrating but if you go

on, you will nd it.”
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